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Religion is ſaid to be firſt 


I ſhall now repreſent the Cy tom of our own Nation in this Affair, 
in whici 1 {hall be the more particular, becauſe the Queſtion will be 
beſt decided by this. | | 


fiir tbe Akin of the ii the Dnidie Gio more he a. 
tient Prieſts of Britain, gave Sentence in all Cauſes of Blood: and 


there is no reaſon to imagine the Roma afterwards depriv'd them of 


this Juriſdiction, ſince they allow'd their own Prieſts to exerciſe it; 
or _ . when it I Airs and poſſe * here, excluded the 
Biſhops ing in Temporal irs, a e Civil 
thority and Powers: for King Lais, in whoſe Reign Se Citi 
profeſs'd in Britain, was A 


Council to extract his Laws, for the Regulation of his — | Gerry 
from the Old Teſtament — the New, which in that Age cou'd never 
have been done without the Help of the And Howe! Dia, 
in his Eccleſiaſtical Laws publiſh'd by Sir K informs us, 
the chief Prelates were wholly employ'd in ſuch Tranſactions. King 
Etbelſt an, who liv'd not long before Howel Dbe, fays abſolutely, in the 
ſecond Chapter of * — Eccleſiaſtical, Hine debent Epiſcopi cum 
Jadiciis ; 9 ought to be 2 at gi 


—_ - 

alſo in the Reign of Henry I. air which this 
. cer fince be 
which this was inſerted as one: A- 
all other Perſons of tba dow, who hold of the 
1 a oe of 6 N and 
wow oy Co” TS 
9 and juſt at rf of the 
d of them, as the 
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wilege of the 
held 
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Becket, as Fitz-Stephens 

Chaplain and Follower „ 
to pronounce Sentence s; we are 

422 4 Becket ; ow . bis Fele. Py 4 

— To which one of the Biſhops üg 24 
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FE 


4 Jongs to you, my Lords, rather than to as; for this is no Eccleſiaſtical but 
4 4 Secular Judicature: We fit not here as Biſhops, but as Barons: Nos 
« Barones, & vos Barones ; hic Pares fumus : We are Barons, and ye 
c arc Barons; and in this Place we are Peers or Equals. And it is in 
© tain to labour to find a difference in our Order or Calling,” 

Thus ſtood the Cuſtom till the T Firſt of H. when the 


any 
e them to be ſo ated by others : And if any Perſon 


ſentence do any ſach 
Thing, he ſbal be depriw'd of his Office and Place of his Order and Function. 

We do likewiſe forbid, ander the Peril of Excommunication, that any Prieſt 

be 4 Secular Sheriff or : 


and was nei- 


origina 
; and tho the Canon Law ftood 
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putes w Dp 
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pony +5 Fry Vl And / 
dow to jelty's tive, that 
| by 5 aſſiſt in 


upon the Life Earl of Efes. Ina 
great Civilians and Judges of the Land declar'd poſi 
Caſe of Archbiſhop Abbor, That af 


boſe Privileges as by the Laws and Caen of this Realm they 


ment certain Matters are agitated, whereat it is not lawful for as, accordi 

to the Preſeript of Holy Canons, to be preſent ; and theſe Matters are 
in which nec poll! nus 1 e, at which we neither can nor 
ought to be preſent. But as no Record nor Hiſtory 
proteſting or ing to withdraw in Cauſes of Blood, unleſs 
i unſteddy Reign of Richard II. fo to prove that before Ri- 
Biſhops actually voted in Cauſes of Treaſon, and fome- 
Blood, I refer to what I cited from Mr. Seldes concerning 
rchbiſhop Stratford alſo was acquitted of High Treaſon in 


Parliament by four Prelates, four Earls, and four Barons, under E 
III. 
d 


mentions the Bi- 


and Roger de Mortimer, Beresford, Travers, and others were 
Traitors by Biſhops as well as other Peers. Bur I refer in 
to the Roll of 21 Richard II. N® 0. which aſſerts, that 

and Ordinances in the time of that Kjng's Progenitors bad been 
1 ; which makes the Commons there 
that the make 4 Procarator, by nba they might 
% Blood be at l legal, if they durſt not be bodily pre- 
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